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‘you are variations’

scoring scientific m
ethods, sounding w

ater’s cycles, becom
ing intim

ate w
ith trees

H
ow

 can w
e m

eet a tree?

Is it possible to get to know
 trees?

To hear them
 and becom

e fam
iliar w

ith them
?

H
ow

 intensely, under w
hat conditions, and through w

hat form
s of know

ledge

do w
e experience and engage w

ith “creation”, including ourselves?

H
ow

 is it w
e ethically relate to the environm

ent?

‘you are variations’ turns scientific long-term
 data of tree activities into tangible events, resulting in an intersection of the scientific and the aesthetic;

that is not just to question different know
ledge regim

es, but to explore the pow
er that their m

utual exchange and dialogue has in creating relationships w
ith the environm

ent;

that is creating (the condition for) an attitude of perceiving oneself together (w
ith …

).

Entangled w
ith these epistem

ological probing

- w
hat form

s of intim
acies w

ith the organic do our know
n approaches distinguish, prevent, suggest, envision, and enable? -

are further questions that speak to a com
m

on querying across disciplines concerning our w
ays of being w

ith ourselves and the w
orld.

‘you are variation’ exam
ines the environm

ental sensitivity of this ‘being’.

In probing the interface, the m
eeting points, and the fault-lines of a series of different know

ledge form
s, oscillating betw

een the scientific and the aesthetic,

w
hat is set in m

otion are relationships betw
een these m

odes of exploration and understanding, and in doing so the possibilities for som
ething hybrid, som

ething else, som
ething m

aybe new
.

The m
ethod is com

posing and perform
ative, testing - in the process - form

s of m
eeting and relating to trees; w

e created m
olecular polyphonies, electro-acoustic polyrhythm

s, and oral as w
ell as w

ritten poetry.

The results of these different experim
ental processes of engaging is a collage of sorts, a kind of m

aterial intim
acies, in w

hich the form
al interw

eaving of diverse types of m
aterial (digital, acoustic, poetic)

perform
s a fertile heterogeneity, a conscious disorganization and re-organization.

The perform
ances, installations, and books realized so far are affected and inspired by trees, building a cluster of experim

ents that test the possibility, the quality and the degree of intensity in experiencing trees.

Its resonations can be seen as attem
pts to convert distance into intensity, focusing on a qualitative transform

ation of distance into im
m

ediacy of relation to tree and self.

The w
orking of these pieces though depends on their capacity to create contact zones,

and m
ediate betw

een w
orlds; acting as ladders or bridges, sim

ilar to the w
ater clim

bing trees.

It is in this m
ediating capacity that ‘you are variations, version 04/02’ is dedicated to m

y friend N
an H

oover.

‘you are variations’ takes place against the backdrop of concerns w
ith the observable trends in clim

atic change, and the related know
n and unknow

n m
odifications, both globally as w

ell as in our ow
n m

icroclim
ates.

It m
ay not be an easily graspable subject: ‘you are variations’ draw

s attention to the com
plex w

ater cycling and sophisticated energy balance of trees under different environm
ental conditions.

Its queries are relevant for contem
porary regim

es of scientific know
ledge, especially those concerned w

ith clim
ate futures;

as w
ell as for queries regarding art’s capacity to cultivate a set of environm

ental dispositions that cause pause for thought, and at the sam
e tim

e m
ight m

ove us,

for the sake of all hum
an and non-hum

an others w
e w

ould like to live together and becom
e intim

ate w
ith.
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